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FTII STRIKE: Day 30 


In spite of expressing our concerns regarding the impending interview for the post of Director, 
FTII, we are yet to receive an acknowledgement or a response. Our letter dated 9/7/2015 to the 
1&B ministry explained that since no mutually agreed decision regarding our demand for the 
dissolution of the current FTII Society has been taken and in the light of the recent resignations, 
the credibility of the FTII Society is put in question. Therefore, all decisions taken by any panel 
comprising of these Society members is unacceptable. 


Instead, the Ministry is moving ahead with the interviews for the said post on 13/7/2015, 
without responding to this pressing and immediate concern of ours. In the above letter, we have 
also requested for another dialogue with the ministry to address our concerns. We are still 
hopeful that we would get a fair and empathetic hearing. 


Thirty days is what FTII students have spent tirelessly taking a stand against the degradation 
of the institute through questionable appointments made in the FTII Society. The students have 
constantly maintained that their main demand is, to put the newly appointed FTII Society in an 
inactive state and constitute a committee of experts to suggest norms and guidelines for setting 
up the society, to make such appointments rigorous and transparent. This has not been given 
due attention. 


The students have been introspecting and we realize that the current appointments are an 
indicator of a pattern of such appointments, in academic institutions across the country. This 
brings into question the kind of vision, ethos and level of seriousness the ruling government has 
towards India’s premier film school as well as higher education in our nation. Our concerns are 
serious and immediate enough for us to abandon our studies, for which we came to FTII in the 
first place, and continue the protest. The students are putting their academic, professional and 
financial future in a limbo with each passing day, as this strike goes on. 


We reiterate that our struggle is not limited to the ouster of Mr. Gajendra Chauhan. The 
concerns are far greater. The very fundamentals of our objections are summarized as follows. 


There are five members in the FTII society- Mr.Gajendra Chauhan, Ms. Anagha Ghaisas, Dr. 
Narendra Pathak, Mr.Rahul Solapurkar, Mr. Sailesh Gupta whose credentials are questionable 
and we sincerely believe that these decisions affect the autonomy, plurality and undermine the 
very basic pillars and ethos of any education system. This also raises serious questions about 
the country’s educational policy for the coming generations. 


The students of FTII are joined by various student organizations, artists including senior film 
makers, and concerned citizens across the country in condemning the lack of transparency in 
policy decisions with regards to academic institutions. 
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